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Maryland Water Monitoring Council

Establishment

The Maryland Water Monitoring Council (MWMC) is established by the Department of Natural
Resources.

Purpose

The MWMC shdl serve as a statewide collaborative body to help achieve effective collection,
interpretation, and dissemination of aguatic resource monitoring data used in addressing the issues,
policies and management of the State’ swaters. The Council shdl operate through consensus building
among its members. The Council shdl address the full range of aquatic resources, including ground and
surface waters, freshwater, estuarine, and marine environments, and associated watershed resourcesin
Maryland.

Goals
. Provide aforum for effective communication, cooperation, and collaboration among individuas
and organizations involved in monitoring.
. Promote the development of collaborative watershed- based monitoring strategies.
. Document monitoring activities in Maryland.
. Promote the use of quality assured procedures for sample collection, performance based

andytical methods, assessment, data management, and reporting.
Member ship and Officers

Board of Directors (Board)

Board members of the MWMC shall be representatives of the following groups.

4 State Agencies—at least one each from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources
and the Maryland Department of the Environment;

4 Locd Agencies,

()] Federa Agencies,

2 Volunteer GroupsEnvironmenta Organizations (one of which has satewide afiliation);

2 Academig;

1) Intergovernmenta Organizations;

2 Conaultants and Industry;

4 At large members.



Nominees for gppointment to the Board shal be provided to the Secretary of Natural Resources by a
Nominations Committee established by the Board. Appointments by the Secretary of Natural Resources
ghdl ensure that the membership is committed to water monitoring and is representative of the diverse
interests, organizations, and regions of Maryland.

Except for any officersthat may be € ected, appointmentsto the Board shall be madefor three-year terms.
Initid gppointments shal be staggered so that one-third of the Board members are replaced each year to
dlow for sability and continuity in leadership. Appointed members may designate dternativesto represent
them in their absence.

Elected officers, induding the Chair, Vice Chair, and any others deemed appropriate, shall be selected
annually according to a process established by a mgority vote of the members of the Board. Elected
officersshal be membersor former members of the Board and shall serve up to threeyearsfromthetime of
initid eection, regardless of prior or existing Board tenure.

Committee Members

Committee chairs shall be sdected by the Board. Members of the committees shal be sdected by the
respective Chairs with concurrence by the Board from the Generd Members.

Generd Members

Genera, nonvoting membership shdl be open to any person having aninterest in promoting thegodsof this
organization.

Executive Secretary

The Department of Natura Resources shal provide staff support to serve the Council in the role of
Executive Secretary.

Organization

Board membersof theMWM C shd | be gppointed by the Secretary of Natural Resources. The Board shdll

establish such bylaws and procedures that it deems necessary to accomplish the purpose and gods of the
MWMC. TheBoard may establish standing or ad hoc committeesto address specific topics. Participants
in the committees shdl be representatives of agencies, organizations, and groups with respongibility for, or
participation in, water monitoring activities.

Activities

The Council shdl periodicaly convene meetings and symposiafor the purpose of achieving collaboration,
communication and information exchange among those engaged in water monitoring activities.

The Council may issue documents and reportsto further enhance communication and information exchange



among those in the water monitoring community.

The Board shall meet as often as necessary, but not less than twice a year.
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